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1870    wars of their own provoking, and that though we should

^         defend them against all enemies brought on them by us,

"in any other case we should only protect them in a case

of extremity, such as is not at all likely to arise,    I have

always thought, however, that we ought to have softened

the transition in the case of New Zealand by guaranteeing

a loan to enable the colony to maintain for a few years

a sufficient force of its own raising without taking away

the industrious population from the labours on which the

very existence of the colony depends.

I do not see my way to any practicable mode of federal
government for communities so widely scattered over the
world. And I have attended sufficiently to colonial affairs
to be aware that the colonies will not allow us to cart
out our paupers into them. But emigration of able-bodied
agricultural labourers who are not paupers I suppose they
would welcome, and this would be very useful to us. Our
having given up the unoccupied lands to the colonial
governments creates many difficulties. I thought at the
time that it was an error; that the lands ought to have been
retained as the common inheritance of the whole people of
the United Kingdom and the colonies taken together, and
the first-comers having no just claim to the disposal of
more than they could themselves occupy. But in this
matter jacta est alea, and we have only to make the best
arrangement we can with the colonists for the reception of
such emigrants as they are willing to take.

To WILLIAM MALLESON,

on the Contagious Diseases Acts.

By HELEN TAYLOR.

AVIGNON, \%th January 1870*

. . . Not only do I object altogether to the extension of
the Contagious Diseases Acts, but I have seen the passing
of them, as they at present exist, with great regret, and
should be extremely rejoiced if they could be repealed;e ladies, the late Sekunder Begum of Bhopal, was
